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www.anvilspringstien.co.uk 

 
 

 

Previous: 
 
 
 

 
1986:  Co-ordinator / Programmer of the North's longest running new material night: The 'Crack Club'. Byker.   
 Capacity:100.  
1987:  Founder member of the 'Near the Knuckle' comedy organisation based in Newcastle upon Tyne.  
1987-91:  Cabaret columnist for 'Paint it Red' - the northern music and arts magazine.   
1990:  Compere and Narrator for the BAFTA Award winning video: 'Cabaret'.  
1991-93:  Weekly Compere at 'Harveys Comedy Club Cafe'. Stockton. Capacity: 350.  
1992....:   Regular Compere at 'The Comedy Cafe'. Newcastle. Capacity: 250.  
1993-95:  Weekly Compere and Programmer of 'The Horse's Mouth' Comedy Club. Middlesbrough. Capacity: 500.  
1990-92:  Regular feature writer (comedy) for northern based magazine 'The Crack'.   
1993....:   Regular annual Compere at the 'Newcastle Free Festival' and annual Compere and Programmer for the   
 'Stockton International Festival' 
1994:  Edinburgh Festival: 'The Lost Comedy Club' George St. (Compere).  
1994-95:  Weekly columnist (satire) for the 'Middlesbrough Evening Gazette' (Daily Readership: 231,000).  
1995:  Edinburgh Festival: 'It's Bloody Grin Up North'. Guilded Balloon. (Stand-Up).  
1996:  Phoenix Festival, Stratford upon Avon. (Stand-Up). Reading Festival (Compere).  
1997:  Toomler Comedy Festival. Amsterdam. Holland.  
1998-99:  Commissioned Writer for BBC's 'Haywire TV' (now showing Sundays, BBC2).  
1999-00:  Commissioned V/O & Writer for BBC Educations: 'Bytesize Challenge', part of the 90 episode 'Bytesize Etc'.  
1999-00:  Presenter &  Writer for Action Time's production of Carlton TVs:  'Net Dot Comedy' - 24 episodes. 
2000:  Principal Lead in Paramount & Channel 4's new series: 'Absolutely True': Sundays 9.00pm (UK) May 2000. 
2000-01:  Carnival of The Bizarre. Autumn & Winter Tours - Compere. 
2001-02:  M.E.N. @ Work. Topical Comedy Show. The Comedy Store.  Sponsored by The Manchester Evening News. 
2001-02:  Curry Clubber. Regular contributor and guest on BBC Radio 5 Live ‘Late Night Curry’ with Edwina Curry. 
2003- ‘The Big Story’ (Granada/Tyne Tees). Regular panellist. Series 1 & 2. Showing: Wednesdays 11.00pm 
2003- ‘War Tour’ - South East Asia (Indonesia - Borneo - Balikpapan). 
2003- ‘Sars Tour’ - Hong Kong & Singapore. (Tested - Virus Free). 
2003-  Edinburgh Festival: ‘A Little Bit Near the Knuckle?’ The Pod. (New Stand-Up Show) for ‘Cyclops Events’. 
2004- ‘The Entertainers’. (Variety Show) Yorkshire TV production for Granada Media. 
2004- ‘The Regionaires’ (quiz show). Panellist. Tyne Tees production for ITV.com. 
2004- ‘Sars Tour II’ (The Recovery) - Singapore. (Tested - Still Virus Free). 
2004- Edinburgh Festival: ‘Bingo Nanna’s and other causes of Terrorism’. Pod Deco. (Stand-Up Show for ‘Cyclops Events’. 
2006- ‘A History of Comedy’ (A Granada Production for ITV.com). 
2006- “It’s Funny Up North’. (A Tyne Tees Production for ITV.com). 
2006- ‘Hunt For The Hoaxer’ (An Independent Production for ITV.com). 
2007- ‘How To Give Up Smoking’ (A BBC Radio Production for BBC World Service). 
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T.V. APPEARANCES INCLUDE: 
 

 
Channel 4's 'The Word'.  
Tyne Tees 'Thank You & Good Night'.  
TTTV's 'Paris Special'.  
BBC's 'Northern Life' & 'Pick of the Week'.  
A TTTV documentary: 'Running Joke's'.  
Yorkshire T.V.'s 'East-Coast Mainline'.  
Ipso Facto Productions: 'I Wish He Was My Dad!'. 
Yorkshire T.V.'s 'The Richard Whiteley Show'. 
Channel 5's 'Espresso' (Meridian).  
Radio Telefis Eireann's 'The End'.  

'House of Fun' (Meridian).  
Action Time's 'Net Dot Com' (for Carlton).  
Channel 4's 'Absolutely True'.  
Granada’s ‘The Big Story’.  
Yorkshire TV’s ‘The Entertainers’.  
Tyne Tees’ ‘The Regionaires’ (Quiz Show).  
‘A History of Comedy’ (Granada for ITV.com).  
“It’s Funny Up North’. (Tyne Tees for ITV.com).  
‘Hunt For The Hoaxer’ (Independent for ITV.com). 

 
 
 
 

RADIO APPEARANCES INCLUDE: 
 
 
 
 
Radio 5 Live': 'After Midnight'.  
Radio 4's P.M. (current affairs).  
BBC Radio Newcastle: 'The Afternoon Show'.  

BBC Radio Cleveland: 'The Budget Programme'. 
Radio 2's 'The Judi Spiers Show' (co-host).  
‘How To Give Up Smoking’ (BBC World Service). 

 
 
 
 

T.V. WARM-UP's INCLUDE: 
 
 
 
 

'The Paddy Kielty Almost Live Show' for BBC (Northern Ireland). 
'Net Dot Comedy' for OnDigital. 

"East Coast Mainline' for Yorkshire TV. 
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What the Papers say.......

??????



 

 
 

PRESS REVIEW 
 
 
 

KRATER COMEDY CLUB 
‘NC BRIGHTON MAGAZINE’ 

AUGUST 2006 
 

 
“I’m sure that if he lived in an earlier century, Anvil Springstien would have been a 
benevolent pirate, sitting in some murky faraway bar, surrounded by fellow sea dogs, 
spinning yarns of his exploits. His weathered face and his marinated voice are both the 
results of strenuous social habits. And to see him speak, you trust him: anyone who has 
lived that fearlessly must have something interesting to say. He’s a natural storyteller, 
an uber-scouser living in exile, and to take a walk with him around his adopted home 
of Newcastle, you can’t walk more than a few paces without some place or person 
prompting a new story. We live in an age where the ‘new’ is relentlessly paraded 
before us, as if youth was a virtue regardless of talent. Here’s a man who has lived a 
life and refined his skills. He is always energetic and precise on stage, his language as 
full flavoured as a malt whiskey. An original gem waiting to be rediscovered; a man 
who will still be here plying his trade, when the hordes of the new have given up the 
joke and gone home. Springstien will still be found, the backbone of every bill he 
appears on, cajoling his audiences with splendid sea-dog stories of comedic 
experience. 
 

        NC BRIGHTON. 
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EDINBURGH FRINGE REVIEW  
 
 
 

INDIE COMEDY  
‘THE LOST COMEDY CLUB’ 

VENUE 103. GEORGE  ST 
 

 
“Forget the Gilded Balloon, The Pleasance, The Assembly Rooms. Forget the 
corporate comedy regimes run by badge wearing multitudes whose sole function seems 
to be the arrogant oppression of the average punter: the real funny stuff is at the LOST 
COMEDY CLUB. 
 
...Compere ANVIL SPRINGSTIEN powered the show with his remarkable, manic, 
improvising energies, occasionally leaping from the stage to boost the audience by 
dragging passers-by into the club: He succeeded! 

 
Here one gets the sense of being an individual looking for a laugh rather than a statistic 
in an accountants column, and the resulting atmosphere is like getting a gobful of 
Nitrous Oxide...” 
 
 
        Stephen Chester                  

        The Scotsman  
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EDINBURGH FRINGE REVIEW S 
 

‘A LITTLE BIT NEAR THE KNUCKLE?’ 
 

‘THE POD’ 
(Cyclops Events) 

FESTIVAL SQUARE 
 

 
 

“Fucking Hell!” says Anvil Springstien, looking at his watch. “Five minutes to go and I 
haven’t even started yet!” The appropriately named Anvil - an ex-security guard, he looks 
like the kind of hard scouser you wouldn’t want to meet in, well, any situation - has been 
dealing with hecklers all night. 
 
Fortunately, his control of the audience can only be described as masterful. Heckles 
evolve into jokes about Foot and Mouth, destroying his childrens christmas and, er, 
wanking in space. 
 
While some comedians might not be able to get away with being so offensive to so many 
different groups, Springstien manages to stay on the side of the audience, and keeps 
everyone laughing. His jokes constantly take unexpected detours, sometimes resulting in 
some being cut short or forgotten. Even so, the show is surprisingly cohesive, and by the 
end, both the audience and Springstien himself are worn out from laughing. Just don’t 
bring the kids. 

Taras Young             
   Fest  
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EDINBURGH FRINGE REVIEWS  

 

 
 

‘Bingo Nannas and Other Causes of Terrorism’ 
 

‘THE POD DECO’ 
(Cyclops Events) 

Clerk Street 
 

This show is living proof that great comic talent does not guarantee you an audience when 
you’re performing at The Fringe. Anvil Springstien really is a hidden gem of this years Fringe 
Festival, though since he achieved four-star reviews last year this really is a bit of a mystery. 
 
This is a man who has lived life without the rulebook and as such has seen and experienced 
more than most. It is this rich and bizarre tapestry of his existence, beginning with his 
upbringing in Liverpool which gives him such a wealth of comic material. His stories of life in 
liverpool and beyond had his audience reeling with laughter within five minutes of the show 
starting. He reads his audience from their reactions and delivers a show tailored to their 
tastes from his seemingly bottomless well of life experience and comic observation. 
 
Anvil is an incredibly natural comedian. His confidence seems to radiate from him, allowing 
him to converse with his audience, relating his experiences to theirs and as a result making 
the show a funnier and much more personal experience. 
 
Bingo Nannas and Other Causes of Terrorism is the sort of show that the fringe was built on, 
an intimate audience with real comic talent 

 

Mathew Otway            
   HAIRLINE: fringe     
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EDINBURGH FRINGE REVIEWS  

 

 
 

‘Bingo Nannas and Other Causes of Terrorism’ 
 

‘THE POD DECO’ 
(Cyclops Events) 

Clerk Street 
 

(OTHER REVIEWS) 
 

 
 

“Wicked - and hilarious” 
 

“Unique super-fast brand of obversational comedy” 
 

“Flashes of genius” 
 

Edinburgh Evening News. 
 

 

“Fantastically impressive” 
 

Three Weeks. 
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Press Brief & Website Biog' for  

'Bitesize Etc''  
BBC Knowledge      1999/2000     'Bitesize Challenge'  

 

'Anvil Springstien'  
(Voice Over) 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesizetc 
 

 
Born in Liverpool, Anvil left school with no educational qualifications whatsoever - and seeing a future of limited job prospects, 
promptly ran away to sea. After seven years before the mast, surviving hurricanes, typhoons, tempests, tornadoes... and the odd sunny 
afternoon, Anvil washed ashore off the coast of Portugal and spent the next two years living in a tent whilst travelling around Europe: 
"No rent, no council tax, no bills... fantastic... oh yeah... and very wet". 
 
Bored with culture and damp clothing, Anvil returned to jolly old England and "blagged" the first of two further education grants: "I 
loved being a student..." says Anvil, "...saved so much money on soap!" Does he have any 'tips' for future University students leaving 
home for the first time? "Yeah... get yer mam to buy you one of these 'indicator toothbrushes' and throw it in the bath. After a few 
months, when the colour runs out, it's time to clean the bath!" 
 
Following his degree, Anvil fell into various "dead end jobs; Barman, Social Worker, Journalist, Teacher etc'." It was at this low ebb in 
his life that Anvil, out walking, decided to toss a coin: "Stay in teaching? Or follow a career in stand-up comedy and writing?" 
Fortunately, for students nationwide at least, comedy won out: 'I remember it was a sunny day. I tossed this old fifty pence piece so high I 
couldn't see it... I was looking up squinting, mouth agape, when it returned to earth - lodging in my windpipe. The ambulance driver said 
he'd never laughed so much in his life - so did the nurse, the doctor, my GP, my family & friends, my dog, my bathroom... everybody! 
The biggest career decision in my life - and it only cost me fifty pee!" 
 
And the rest as Anvil says, is algebra. (We think he meant to say 'history') 
 
Plus: Five things you never knew about Anvil Springstien - until now... 
 
1) A well as a Teaching certificate and a degree in Sociology, Anvil has an honours degree in Politics: "It's a sorta Plato to Nato kinda 
thing..." 
 
2) Anvil has two kids: Sam & Jesse: "Both girls and both 'geordies', which means I never have to buy them 'coats'." 
 
3) Anvils' biggest 'Fear': Jules Pownall, (the producer at Bitesize) "she's got some stuff on me that the tabloids would have a field-day 
with!" 
 
4) Anvils biggest 'Regret': "being too ugly to actually be 'seen' on Bitesize Etc. Jules even makes me wear a bag over my head when in 
the studio so as not to scare Abbie & Matt - it's degrading." 
 
5) Anvil is a Stand-Up Comedian and Comedy Writer. (gerraway... really?) 
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Current Publicity Shot 
 
 
 

 
 

Anvil Springstien 
 

Format: jpeg - Colour: black & white - Resolution: hi-res 300x300 ppi - Size: 720x501 pixels – Click to download: 229.4 kbs 
If your PDF Reader does not support Hyperlinks, please copy and paste the following into a browser window: 

http://www.anvilspringstien.co.uk/mediastop/anvil.jpg 
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Current Poster Blank  
 

 
 
 

Original Poster Blank Photoshop Document (.PSD) available here. 

If your PDF Reader does not support Hyperlinks, please copy and paste the following into a browser window: 
http://www.anvilspringstien.co.uk/mediastop/anvil.psd 
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